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COVID-19 rewrote outdoor tourism

 Who are our users & have they changed?

 How do we demonstrate the value of parks 
and trails?
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Resources Accuracy

Three approaches & a tradeoff
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Approach #1: Curate existing data
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Mapping home locations
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Connect with demographic data
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Pros
 Data is available for free
 Student-led project
 Could begin to build a profile

Cons
 Limited in scope, most likely to 

campgrounds
 Secondary data on profiles

Considerations
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Approach #2: Collect your own data
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Surveying trail users

Intercept surveys
Email surveys

Key: representative 
sample 
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Counting trail users
Physical counters

Sample counts
Estimating counts

Drones
Mobile data
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Pros
 Data is specific to actual users 

(no assumptions)
 Opportunity to collect more 

information 

Cons
 Resource intensive
 Data is less valid if do not get 

a good sample

Considerations
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Approach #3: Mine global data sources
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Home locations & counts
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Profile of users
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Pros
 Data is from across a large 

group of users (no opting in)
 Perhaps best approach to 

actual counts
 Visual

Cons
 Costly
 Limited to selected geographies
 Less reliable for less dense 

locations
 Assumptions based on zip 

codes

Considerations
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